Toxoplasma gondii pneumonia in liver transplantation: survival after a severe case of reactivation.
Toxoplasmosis is an infrequent infection in solid organ transplantation, except in heart transplantation, where the grafting of a positive organ in a negative recipient transmits the infection in a high percentage of cases, in the absence of prophylaxis. We report a case of pneumonia by Toxoplasma gondii in a woman who received a liver transplant and had pre-transplant positive serology. Diagnosis was made by cytologic examination of bronchoalveolar lavage fluid, where the parasite was observed with hematoxylin-eosin and Giemsa staining. That finding was confirmed by direct immunofluorescence and positive polymerase chain reaction. The patient had a favorable outcome, although she had not initially received first-choice drugs. This was a case of severe illness secondary to reactivation of Toxoplasma infection, diagnosed pre-mortem and with a favorable outcome. Duration of treatment and need for secondary prophylaxis in these patients are discussed in the literature. Although infrequent, toxoplasmosis must be considered among the differential diagnoses of pulmonary infiltrates in solid organ transplantation.